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1.  Why did you join the CSY8?

I recently became an entrepreneur and my social venture is focused on enhancing rural livelihoods of artisans working on a range of handicrafts. My business model is still in the planning stages and I feel the more exposure I have to on-ground grassroots level challenges, I will be able to evolve my strategies in a way as to maximise social impact. I'm a recipient of the Salaried Social Entrepreneur (SSE) fellowship awarded by NABARD in 2013 under their rural innovations fund (RIF) which has provided me with the required seed capital to get my venture underway. 
2. Your impressions after the CSY8?
I am extremely humbled by the experience. In my career I have had the opportunity to travel to villages all across the country and what has struck me each time is the fullness of their lives, where every action has purpose and meaning. But this time round, what made it even more special was the interaction with youngsters (school children) as well as elders to discuss and learn from their experiences. Those of us in the city feel we have a lot to share, but we don’t often take the time to listen and learn, especially from those in rural areas. What I saw was that the way of life in the village is steadily catching up with urban life in terms of material possessions, but what they have that we lack is a disciplined life with clear roles for every person in the household; needs of family members are well cared for (to the extent of their income and ability) because there is more practicality and less unnecessary indulgence; there is a lot of collaboration and discussion on matters pertaining to agriculture and development of the village and it was motivating to see the confidence in the communities to step up to take more ownership for innovation and advancement. 

3. Comment on 

a. Route: There are so many places to see and discover in AP, and when you take the road not taken, I honestly feel it is not the route, but the journey! I was happy with the route – the scenery of the hills and fields was invigorating. 
b. Duration: time flew! Didn’t feel like 2.5 days at all; but the duration was perfect in terms of physical endurance required for such a trip. 
4. Interaction with 

a. Yatris: such an inspiring set of individuals! What made the interactions so special was how diverse the group was – from foreigners to social entrepreneurs, to IT professionals and passionate individuals dedicated to social change, it was an eclectic group of people, and I have come back extremely enriched from the various interactions. 

b. Villagers/children: I was humbled by the aspirations of the children – they all wanted to take up careers which would enable them to give back to their village and society. To display such a sense of maturity and social consciousness at a young age is very good news for our country – we will be in safe hands! It was also wonderful to see how inspired all of the children got when they heard about rural innovators thanks to the presentation by Brigadier. This ignited their minds and they came up with heart-warming and intelligent suggestions for bettering their village and lives. 

The villagers were extremely hospitable and no matter how little they had, they wanted to share it - all because we had come from the city to learn from them! Also, the innovator team that travelled with us was fantastic – to learn about how they set out to find a solution with limited resources, time and contacts was truly inspiring. From them we also learnt about some of the issues agriculturists face and I think I say this for the entire group that we are all motivated to work towards coming up with possible solutions for the same. 

c. Coordinators/volunteers: again, a very inspiring group of people. Selfless in thought and action, extremely energetic and hats off to them for flawless planning and execution at every step of the way. 

d. Mentor: Brigadier is one of those rare breeds of humans who inspires with his boundless energy and demonstrated passion for social change. Scouting rural areas for innovators, believing in them and taking on the risk of sharing these innovations and bringing them to market so that others can benefit is a very challenging task and in the case of Palle Srujana is all the more remarkable given that all of the efforts are purely volunteer-driven. 
5.  Will you 

a. Join any of the future CSY’s again? 100% 
b. Recommend to your friends? Whole-heartedly!
6. Take-away’s from the CSY8
a. I am going to strive to have more meaning and purpose to everything I undertake and do in my life and career. 

b. In my work with artisans, I was focused on design interventions for some of the groups I am working with, but I realize now more than ever that this needs to be a 2 way process of collaboration and co-creation. 

c. It is inspiring to work with kids and there is no better way to ensure a more cohesive and collaborative society than to ignite young minds. 

d. This is borrowed from one of the other yatris, “After innovation, what next” – it is a question that will continue to be relevant as long as there are small-scale innovators addressing fundamental challenges that no big players are interested in solving (especially when there are no large profits to be made). 

e. To quote Margaret Mead (an American cultural anthropologist and feminist) – “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” 

Apart from above, I shall e-mail, by 10th October 2013 to Brig. P. Ganesham honeybeeap@gmail.com and copy (cc) to csy@pallesrujana.com, 

a detailed impressions on CSY8 like a journal that includes suggestions/inputs for improvement of future CSY’s.
