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How did you come to know?

I had done an internship through NAARM, Rajendranagar, with Honeybee AP and Palle Srujana in the summer of 2011. That is how I know about Palle Srujana and Shodha Yatras. I had known about the previous Yatras also but was not able to participate, being a student in hostel.

Why did you decide?

During my internship in 2011 I had interacted with and written case studies on the innovations of Mr. Mallesham Chintakindi and Mr. Godasu Narsimha. I really liked the experience and learnt a lot from it. I was inspired by the innovators and the team of Honeybee AP and Palle Srujana. I would not lose an opportunity to learn from the activities of Palle Srujana and participate in them. Since this CSY was convenient to the schedule of my holidays, unlike the previous ones, I decided to not let go of the opportunity and hence took part in it. 

What were your expectations?

I wished to learn about the lives of people in rural areas. Also considering that the places being visited had majority of tribal population, I was curious to know about the lives and different livelihoods of the tribal people who lived in the middle of forests and quite close to nature compared to the population living in urban areas, towns or other villages. I was looking forward to spending time close to Mother Nature, surrounded by greenery and biodiversity. Last but not the least, I also considered it as a break from the fast lives of the city and hoped to come back refreshed.

How was the outcome?

I am very glad that I made the decision to be a part of the Yatra and I will never regret it. The experience was refreshing and it changed a lot of my ideas and opinions. I especially realized that there are a lot of varieties and types of Indian villages, each type with their own characteristics, unlike my previous notion of an Indian village. I was amused in many instances, for example, to see banana plantations on extremely steep slopes of the hills and farmers comfortably moving around on those steep slopes to maintain their farms. It was also very nice to spend two days surrounded by greenery and nature. The two and a half days of walk was physically testing and I am glad I took it up. I will keep it in mind to prepare myself physically for the next Yatra I come to. In all, it was a truly enriching experience.

How was the duration, distance and choice of villages of the Yatra?

As a first time yatri, I felt that the duration and distance were perfectly adequate, not more not less. But I think if I had been to CSY before, I would be prepared for a couple of days added to the yatra. That said, increase in duration might affect the participation of working people who would need to take leave to come to the yatra. So I think the duration of CSY7 was adequate. Regarding the choice of villages, there was a mix of small Adivasi villages and bigger villages with concrete houses. It included our visit to a day school, and a residential school. This gave us an opportunity to meet different kinds of villagers and different types of children. So the variety in the choice of villages was useful. The distance between the villages were optimum and paths between the villages, especially in the hilly regions were filled with scenic beauty.

Interaction with villagers?

I would frankly say that in the beginning I was hesitant to actively interact with the villagers as I was not sure of how to present myself to them and make them feel comfortable. I was hesitant maybe because I thought if I did not interact in the proper way, I would offend the people we went to visit. So I mostly stuck to observing other experienced yatris, especially Brig. Ganesham Sir interact with the people in the villages. Though I did not interact proactively, observing the others interact was a massive learning experience in itself. Some of my memories of these interactions are:

· Felicitation of the aged couple (Mr. Sannai and Mrs. Bhodamma) in Addaku Guda and listening to the confident 100 year old Sannai garu, explain that he has 25 more years to his life. Later, interacting personally with the women of that village, I listened to them say that they are a very healthy and happy village. I do not know whether they didn’t really have problems in their lives or whether they were a group of people content with their lives and whatever they had. I remember it to be a small village with just around 30-40 households.

· Interaction with the children in the schools: The energy of the children and their ideas during the idea contest caught my attention most during the visits to the schools. The ideas were so catchy that I made it a point to note then down myself. Some of the ideas that I can reproduce are as follows:

1. Other than laptop and computer, is there anything else that can help in showing the way from one village to another? (unknowingly asking for a GPS)

2. How does God select us? How does he give us different powers?

3. An observation that there is different kind of and amount of pain when pricked in different parts of the body, for example different pain on top of head, on face or on hands.

4. Idea of collecting water on house during rains. (rainwater harvesting)

5. Is there any other way to weave baskets other than manually?

6. How to always be healthy?

7. Idea for a remote to operate fan.

8. Application of wind (force of air) to remove organisms/microorganisms on plants or leaves.

9. Similar to orphanages for orphan kids, there should be places for old people who are not taken care of. (suggesting Old Age Homes)

10. Aeroplane on aeroplane, suggesting a double level aeroplane.

There were many more ideas. I have managed to list down a few of them.

During the visits to schools, the difference in the two schools we visited was an observation many of the yatris including myself made. The first school was a co-ed day school with classes up to 8th standard whereas the second school was a boys’ residential school with classes up to 10th standard. In the second school some children of the adjacent primary school had also joined. It was observed that the children of the first school were a lot more proactive and open than the children of the second school who were relatively shy. During the end of the day discussion of the yatris, some of the ideas put forward to explain the difference were, the difference in the kind of teachers present in both the schools, the fact that one school was day school whereas the other was residential, the difference in the age group of children present in both the schools, etc. We did not make any conclusion for the observation; we just put forward each of our ideas and left the observation open.

· In Manpuram village, when we arrived on the 22nd, in the night, along with the female co-yatris, I went to a house with a woman and a girl standing outside to find out about the restroom option available in the village. The girl standing there answered saying “outside”. Her answer in English pleasantly surprised me and on interacting further, we found out that she completed her 10th standard and was pursuing her second year in a course to be a medical lab technician. I was glad to hear about her education and hoped that she would grow up to be a treasured and useful member of her community.

· One of the interesting incidents was when a villager in Manpuram had come to Ganesham Sir and told that he had a gun which he wished to be photographed. Sir had later asked him about the type of gun, where he bought it from, what he uses it for, whether it had licence or not, etc. and later discouraged him to use it. 

· Lastly, the hospitality of the people in villages was very affable. The way in which they acknowledged the efforts of Palle Srujana was encouraging.

Interaction among yatris?

It was a pleasure to be a part of the group of yatris of CSY 7. It was interesting to meet a diverse set of 25 strangers, spend two and half days of the Yatra with them and come out as a group at the end of the Yatra. The end of the day-sessions were one of the most enriching times of the Yatra where I could learn from others’ experiences, fill the gaps of things I might have missed on the way in the Yatra, and in a way look at the whole experience through 25-26 different eyes. To learn about the different points of view of the yatris on various subjects of discussion definitely helped in broadening my perspective. These sessions were a complete learning package in themselves. Though it was a set of people, each with their own views and ideas, I felt that each of them was present there, in that unconventional Yatra, for their own quest and purpose. And this, I think gave more meaning to my own quest and my own purpose of being in the Yatra. Though being a slight introvert, I fit into the group and managed to interact well with all the co-yatris. It was nice to know about their work, careers and some of their interesting experiences while I interacted with them. 

Interaction with mentor?

As always, interaction with Brigadier Sir had been educative and eye-opening. Some of the things I learnt from personal interaction with Sir are: what an Agency area is and how it is different as an administrative unit; some insights on groundwater and surface water and how problems arose in Nalgonda District due to groundwater usage; some insights on the life of Mahatma Gandhi, and what it takes for a person to work for the society. Regarding the collective interaction with Brigadier Sir, I think all my takeaways from 7th CSY are directly or indirectly related to learnings from Sir.

Will you join future CSY? Do you recommend to your friends?

Yes. Whenever possible, I would definitely take part in the future CSY and I would also recommend it to others.

Three major takeaways from 7th CSY

1. Got an idea about how villagers are to be approached. It would be easy to connect with them if we talk in a way which they can relate to, with references to things they are familiar with. First and foremost, it is important to state and clarify who we are and our objectives to interact with them. It is best to be frank and honest about what we want to explain so that we ourselves have clarity and in turn can make them understand better.

2. Saw how children are interacted with in a group and how interest is initiated in them. It is very important to talk in the language and tone which can amuse them, so that their attention can be grabbed. Visual methods and introduction with examples is the best way to reach their minds. These things mentioned above might sound obvious, but seeing these approaches work in real, made me realize their importance and reinforced my beliefs in them. I think this is the reason they say seeing is believing, be it for a child or a grown up!

3. Endurance. Again, reading moral lessons about tolerance or hearing them from someone is one thing, and to experience stress and overcome it in real is a different thing. Here, stress, I mean physical stress. I hadn’t done any preparation in terms of physical fitness for the yatra. Close to 50 km in 2 and a half days turned out to be quite a task for me, and at the end of the first day I had doubts whether I would be able to complete the yatra. But I was keen to complete the task and this keenness is the major force that helped me go ahead and complete it. The company and the atmosphere around was also a boost to go ahead I think. In fact, I am realizing the effect of having good atmosphere and attitude for tasks like this, only now as I am writing this. I hadn’t thought of it before. So this will probably be my fourth takeaway, the importance of the right company to deal with the tasks ahead.

